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- The fieid of phammacology regearch was receiving the main emphasis prior to World

War II. Xungsry hed excellent pharmaceutical manufacturing houses such as Wander,
Chinoin, &nd Richter, all of which hed well equipped lsboratories. Their
competitive positions kept research work in the fore., In addition, the univer-
sities of Hungery, particularly tl :u: of Budepest and Pecs, bad excellent
pharmacology departments.

Chinoin was doirg research work immediately prior to World Wer II with sulfa-
thiazole and ultre-septyls. Richter was doing work with hormones. At University
of Pecs, Dr. (f;unei*lssekutz was & promipent professor in the pharmacology depart-
ment. ‘ :

Some physiology research was being done at either the University of Debrecen or

. Bzeged by Dr. (fou) Verzar in 1939.

Dr. Alexander Lang, of Universilty of Budapest, did research work in industrial
physiology, and also did clinical work on the side at Nationsl Heal®th Insursnce
Leboratory (OTE). If alive, he would now be about 55 years of age.
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As of 19h6 there was no medical research beipg done whatsoever. Baszic medicements
were all but impossible to obtsin and resesrch work was secondary. In addition,
facilities were demeged from wertime bombardmwent, end money for conducting 50X1
resesrch work was lacking. ' -

50X1

The Ministry of Interior handled such details, at least until 1946. All other
interested govermment ministries funnelled requests and projects through the
Ministry of Interior.
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As mentioned before, the major pharmaceutical houses such as
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Chinoin, Wander, and Bichter had thelr own research lsboratories.

A hygienic institute was loceted in Budapest which did bacteriological work
on communicable diseases and food pollution, The Rockefeller
Foundation provided funds In +he 1930's for various Hungarian medical research
projects. Sgveral small leboretories were lecated in Health Service Institute
(Kozegeazseg ugyl Intezeti), Gyeli Ut, Budspest 9 :

) Universities of Budepest, Pecs, Debrecen and Szeged all hed excellent
- ‘Taboratory fecilities suiteble for medicsl research.

Research projects were
finenced by the university unless a contract for the work wes held with the
Minietry of Interior; in which cese the govermment would finsmce the activity.

These lsboratories all had electron microscopes, ultracentrifuges, Warburg
menometers, freeze-drying equipment, and deep-culture vets. | \
| Most

equipment was of Hungerian menufacture.,

_Gerpen equipment supplemented that
a.;lz:epﬂ.y a.vaila.ble,, . o T T ’

Dur* ”ag ‘the [930's and up “to ‘the begirmlng of World Wax IT many you.ng physlcians
30001: part-time Jobs es leboratory techniciana in order to supplement their:
income. Training of professional laboratory technicians wae limited. The Health
Service Inghitute. txained some students. o
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L;!.brexy fa.cili%ies ‘bot,h grivate a.ud pu'b'lic vere, excellent and qu,ite well ° .
atogkeé with Bl international selection. A lim:.ted a.mcunt of a‘bstracting into
unaaria,n ves doné on foreign. article-s . Most physiviana , and’ i’hn educeted class
8D and Tresd. Germa.n, and read French end English, ALl ma.,]or i:gstitufions had

- tHelx own 1ibrary as did meny of ‘the ‘'smaller ones.

Medica.l stuuent reaearch worl; ves “an & volunta,ry basis., A stud,ent ves free
to ma.ke his m arrangemﬂnts with a professor or poeh graduete student who was
d.oing résearch work of interest to the studen‘c,

] . "
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A’bout 90% of all post gra.dua.te reaea.rch in the medical field was done a,t 8
ﬁniversity,., A few fellowships and governmen*‘ stipends were ava,ila,ble, paying
about 100-120 péngo per month., In numerous csees, a private employer would
continue the salery of an, employee doing pogh graduste work.
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